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76 Plaza Boulevard PO Box 850 Kearney NE 68848-0850 

October 26,2003 

Michael Powell. Chu-man 
Q m m u n i c d m s  Commission 
Street SW, Room 

Washington, DC 20554 

In the matter o f  Nomination for Universal Service Aaninisrrative Company Board of Directors, 

FCC Docket Nos. 97-21 and 96-45 

Deilr MI. Powell. 

The Nebraska Educational Servicc Unit Administrator Assocmtion would like to nominarc Dr. 
Douglas D. Christensen. Nebraska Commissioner O F  Educotlon, to scrve a term on !he Universal 
Service Administrative Company Board of Directors representing schools that are eligible to 
receive suppon from the Universal Service program. 

Dr. Christensen was appointed Commissioner by the Nebraska Sratc Board of Educanon in 1994. 
During his rem of office, he has continually supported all studcnts in the public and private 
schools of Nebraska. Ke also continues to be a vocal advocate for the Bureau of In&an Affairs 
and its goals and objectives designed to promote student learning 

For the Last nine years. he has guided the state's school systems through their rechnology 
planning and infrastiucture development. Under his laderahip and through the work of the 
Educational Technology Consortium, the state d e p m n t  of educauon ha: 

Assisted schools and Educational Service Unitn (ISUS) in applying for and receiving $18 
million dollars in line cost savings from local caniers through the Universal Services 
Fund, E-Rate. 
Completed consmuction of distance leaning facilj&icr in the Technology Center that 
provide two way interactwe viWaudio c-atlon m o n g  100 sites in eastern 
Nebraska. Thc system will have potential t(r d t  with at least 230 other two way 
sites located statewide. It will be 
clevelopmenl mong NDE st 
Completed certification and hool district technology plans. 
Plans now reside in an clectq#k &&We:ll;tar.@ly and rapidly provides access to 

, conferencing, and staff 



rechnology trends, equipment, goals and ObJectlves of schools reponing and provides 
summary reponing and projections. 
Completed construction of a llnk to the Nebraska Video Conferencing Nctwork that 
provides two-way interactive videolaudio communicabons to 27 stale government 
locations statewide. Intended use is to provide a vehicle for consultation, conferencing 
and staff development. 
Conducted an annual statewide K-12 distance learning survcy and summarized and 
published the results. The survey dealt with current utilization of the distance-learning 
infrastructure. 
Actively worked with Nebraska lnfoimabon Technology Commisaon Education Council 
and ESUs to establish a statcwide backbone in place and in expanding the bandwidth of 
the existing ~nkastructure. 
Worked with cable companies, TeleCos, Nebraska Educational Telecommunications and 
ESUs to provide gateways for berter inter-pod communications 
Researched and developed prototype streaming video system for the elecuonic 
disseminabon of resources and presentations. 

As Nebraska looks to the future oE education technology, the state will be guided by the recently- 
completed State School Improvementrrechnology Plan. In developing the plan, Dr. Christensen 
worked with representatives from Local Educational Agencies (LEAS) (reachers and 
adminismators), Educational Service Units, higher education, statc school board association, state 
teachers association, state council of school administrators, and representatives of the private 
sector. The state is working to establish and mplement a technology based data and Information 
system that correlates with, facilitates and enhances Nebraska School Improvement and 
increased student performance. The state also seeks to faciliLate and enhance teaching and 
student leaming with the use of technology and ulign it with [he Nebraska School Improvemenr 
Plan. Finally. Dr. Christensen has tasked the state with momtoring student proficiency IO 
provide evidence that shows increases in student achievement and school improvement through 
the use of technology. 

In addition 10 his role as Supenntendent of Schools in Nebraska, Dr. Chnstensen currently serves 
on the Board of Direcrors for the Council of Chief State School Officers. In tus capacity as B 

board member for the Council, he represents 49 of the state education leaders, the Distnct of 
Columbia, the Department oPDefense Education Activity, and five US. extra-state junsdicaons. 

We believe that the USAC Board of Directors will be well served by Dr. Christensen's breadth 
of knowledge and experience in the fields of education and educational technology. We urge the 
commission Io appoint Dr. Christensen to the USAC Board. 

Sincerely, 

Dr. Wayne A. Bell, President 
Nebraska Educational Service Unit Administrator Association 
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Education 

Current 
Position 

Recent 
Experience 

Publications/ 
Featured 
Articles 

Publications 

VITA 
DOUGLAS D. CHRISTENSEN 

PhD., University of Nebraska-Lincoln, Lincoln, Nebraska, 1978 

Commissioner of Education, Nebraska Department of Education, December 28, 1994 
- present 

Deputy Commissioner of Education, Nebraska Department of Educatlon, November 
1 I 1992 - Decqmber 27, 1994 

Associate Commissioner of Education, Nebraska Department of Education, July 1 ,  
1990 - October 31, 1992 

Superintendent, North Plane Public Schools, North Platte, Nebraska, 1985-1 990 

Superintendent, Colby Public Schools, Unified School District #315, Colby, Kansas, 

Bloomfield Public Schools, Bloomfield, Nebraska, 1974-1 976 

University Teaching and Admlnistration, Department of Secondary Education, 
University of Nebraska-Lincoln, Lincoln, Nebraska, 1976-1 978 

1978-1 985 

Accountability-Eased Curriculum Development, published by the Jones Institute, 
Empona, Kansas, May 1989 

Effective Schoob and School Climate: A Synthesis of Research far Classroom 
Teachers and Sohool Administrators, Education Systems Associates, Inc., 1992 

Accountability or School Improvement? jrJCSA Today, November 1 999. 

Administration is the Foundation far LeadershN: Vision Makes It Happen. Nebraska 
Council of School Administrators, March, 2000 

Standards, Assessment and Accountability: Partnerships Will Make If Happen, ESU 
Annual Conference, April, 2000 

Political and Policy lssoes Related to Large Scale Assessmenf, CCSSO Conference, 
June, 2000 

When There Are No Easy Answers, NCSA Today, November 2000 

All The Children. . ., NCSA Todac May/June 2001 

On the Righf Track, June, 2001 (alternatives to summative assessment) 

Budding State Assessmenf From the Classroom Up, The School Administrator, 

I 
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(continued) December, 2001 

One Correct Answer, Governing, May 2002. Article by Alan Greenblatt 

Up Close and Personal, Education Week, May 22,2002. Article by Lynn Olson 

Tme to Rethink the High School Experience, NCSA Today, October, 2003 

ConsultbnU 
Presented Administrator Appraisal 
Service 

Curriculum Development and Instructional Leadership 

Visionary Leadership: Essential Conditions for Change 
High Performance Learning: Model for Redesigning Education for Nebraska Students 
Standards, Assessment and Accountability 
Formative Assessment and School Improvement 
Native American Education Advisory Council (2000 to present) 
Member, National Council for Accreditation of Teacher Education State Partnership 
Board (2002) 
Member, State of Nebraska Worker Training Board (2002) 
Member, Governor's Council on Health Promotion and Physical Fitness (2002) 
AIM Institute, Board of Direotors (2003) 
AASA Leadership Conference (May 2003) 
Keynote Speaker, Arizona Superintendents Association Conference, October, 2003 

Recognitions Kansas Administrator of the Year, 1982 
Nebraska Superintendent of the Year, 1990 
Spirit of PTA Award, Nebraska PTA, 1997 
Walter G. Turner Award, American Association Educational Service Units, 1997 
David W. Hutchinson Award, UN-L, 1998 
Cornerstone Award, Nebraska Chapter of FFA, 1999 
Burnham Yates Award, Nebraska Council on Economic Education, 1999 
Nebraska FBLA Honorary Life Membership Award, 2001 
Cornhusker Boys' State Corporation Board of Directors, 2002 
UNL Teachers College Alumni Association Award of Excellence, 2002 
2003 Alvah Kilgore Award, Nebraska Association for Supervision and Curriculum 
Development 
NCTUSLATE Affiliate Intellectual Freedom Award, November 2003 
Public Official of the Year, Governina Maa azine, November, 2003 


